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The present invention stands rejected by the reasons described below. 
The statutory period for reply to this office action is set to expire 60-day from 
the mailing date of this action. 



(A) The inventions described in the following claims of this application 
should not be granted a patent under the provision of Patent Law Section 
29(2) since it could have easily been made by persons who have common 
knowledge in the technical field to which the inventions pertain, on the basis 
of the inventions described in the publications listed below which were 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of this application. 

(B) This application does not comply with the requirements provided 
under Patent Law Section 36(6)(ii) regarding the scope of claims. 



REASONS 
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NOTE (The list of cited references etc. is shown below.) 
* Regarding the Reason (A) 

[Claims 1, 5, 12, 13, 16, 17] Applied cited reference: 1 and 2 

In the cited reference 1, there is such a technical idea that, when 
information exchange among portable information terminals whose positions 
can be specified by GPS (global positioning system) or the like is conducted 
at real time, "a station chat" where persons existing near a station talk about 
information on a peripheral region of the station or a chat at a specific place 
such as a baseball stadium, a concert hall or the like (corresponding to "a 
plurality of chat rooms divided based on a geographical standard related to 
the current positions of each user" in this application) is realized. (Please 
refer to "Information exchange based on positions" on page 165 in the cited 
reference 1). 

Since it is within the range of technical variation which can be adopted 
according to circumstances by those skilled in the art to constitute the 
inventions as described in Claims 1, 5, 12, 13, 16 and 17 of this application by 
applying such a technical idea as described in the cited reference 1, it is not 
considered that the inventions described in Claims 1, 5, 12, 13, 16 and 17 
have noticeable inventive step (non-obviousness). 

Incidentally, it is within the range of design variation which can be 
adopted according to circumstances by those skilled in the art to realize the 
chat through voices, as shown as the cited reference 2. 

[Claims 2, 3] Applied cited reference: 1, 2, 3 

In the cited reference 3, there is a description that a user select any 



team from a main chat room to move to a chat in the selected team (refer to a 
photograph at a left and lower side on page 211). Here, it is considered that 
the chat rooms in each team correspond to "a plurality of hierarchical chat 
rooms" in this application in relation to the main chat room. Therefore, it is 
within the range of technical variation which can be employed according to 
circumstances by those skilled in the art to apply the chat hierarchizing 
technique described in the cited reference 1 to the invention described in the 
cited reference 1 and further constitute lower hierarchical chat rooms obtained 
by sub-dividing the chat room described in the cited reference 1 to constitute 
the inventions as described in Claims 2 and 3 of this application. 

[Claim 4] Applied reference: 1,2,3 

It is merely a well-known art in chat that, when there is not another 
user participating in a chat and another user first participates the chat, a chat 
room is "generated". 

* Regarding Reason (B) 
[Claims 2 to 11] 

In Claim 2, there is the description that "generates a plurality of 
hierarchical chat rooms of which division ranges are mutually different and 
mutually superimposed", but the content and meaning of such a description 
are unclear. That is, "division ranges are mutually different" and "mutually 
superimposed" mutually conflict with each other regarding their properties, 
and there is not any property meeting both the properties. 

In the body of the specification (or Detailed Description of the 
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Invention), there is only such a description hierarchical chat rooms which 
have mutually different ranges in the same hierarchy and whose ranges are 
mutually superimposed to a lower hierarchy. 

For Claims (claims 14, 15, 18, 19) other than Claims specified in this 
Office Action (this notification of reasons for refusal), no reason for refusal is 
found at present. If any reason(s) for refusal is found later, it will be notified. 

[List of cited references etc.] 

1. Interface crossroads: 16 UTILIZING MAP DATABASE, UNIX MAGAGINE, 
by Toshiyuki MASUI, published from ASCII Inc. in Japan on March 1, 1999: 
Volume 14, No. 3, pages 159 to 170 

2. JP10-257189A publication 

3. INTERNET MISCELLANEOUS INFO, INTERNET ASCII, by Makoto 
OGASAWARA, published from ASCII Inc. in Japan on April 1, 1999; Volume 4, 
No. 4, pages 210 to 211 

RECORD OF THE RESULT OF PRIOR ART SEARCH 
* Field which has been searched: In. Cl(7) G06F 13/00, 17/60 

H04M 3/56 

Prior art document: JP2001-249872A publication 

This record of the prior art search results does not constitute the 
reason for refusal. 



4 



iSIS-S- PC S A- 12 0 13 



3§i£#-*§- 4 0 7 4 3 5 

B 14^12^ 3 B 1/ 3 



mm 



#02 0 00-140563 
Wcl 4^111290 

^29 2 ^ N ^3 6^ 



9 5 7 2 



5 R 0 0 



(B) rotate. 4W3»#©ffiffl©fe*W*TfB<Z>^T?. #HF?*^ 3 6 6 JS 

is (3\mxmm^\,^xte3\m$:m^-%mM) 

• 1ft (A) tOV^t, 

[It*3ll, 5, 12, 13, 16, 1 7] 3I/B:fcfife : 1, 2 

65i mmzt>t<5<mn&&i mm) „ 

sfcigl. 5, 12, 13, 1 6*5-«tt/l 7tC|H«©$P#3S^<Z)«^S:/ji-riitt 



3§i£#-*r 4 0 7 4 3 5 
55% P ¥fi£ 14^12^ 3 B 2/ 3 

#JK©§J|3fc^l, 5, 12, 13, 1 6joit>*l 7 ^;:iEite<D3§9mte 
[»#Jg2, 3] §|ffl5rfifc : 1 , 2, 3 

3 * "fairs' h/u— A^P>v^ttd>©^— ^Sr3ltRi-5r.i: 

^.t^-Art^y h^fr-rsr £ (2 i ii£T?K#iH)' aqEtt$;h/r 

[|S^4] : 1, 2, 3 

• as (b) icovm:, 

[ft 2-11] 

mm £ M L T2 v > K |5H as 5 pfjg #j ^ y b >v— A «r«j*-f- 5 ofStt 

, is, is, i9) Kov^ra:, 3i0#,&T-te, m&^m&^^tew mife 
[5lffl:fciSttS--R] 



4 0 7 4 3 5 



3 B 3/3 



IX MAGAZINE, 0*. tfcS£M±7*3r— , 1 9 9 9^ 3 J! IB, 
3Bl4#, m^r, P- 159 ~ 170 

2. Wl 0-2 5 7 1 8 9f^i 

3 . /HSEJJiCift, 'f^-^'/h.7U3l/^« 1 'f^-^j'bASCI I, 0 

ttcSl^ItT^*-, 1 9 9 9^ 4^ 10, 3?4#, ^4-^, p. 2 10~ 
2 11 



•m&l-tcttm IPCfS7j{£ G06F 13/00, 17/60 

HO 4M 3/5 6 

• 3fcfTftflf:fcifiJt #W2 001-249872 ^Jk^L 

i wjglfrl * ilfc © W K Si-*- 3 *s Iffl V ^fcHt, * fc « ®*g<£> r #a a* r ^ v > 

TEL. 03 (3581) 1101 ^13 5 6 3 
FAX. 0 3 (3 5 8 0) 6 9 0 7 



